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Editorial  

This month, I would like to pay tribute to Grahame Kitchen, who after 

many years of tireless work, has stepped down from his position as 

newsletter publisher. When I took up the position as editor some 18 

months ago, Grahame helped bring me up to speed with patience and 

good humour. Thanks Grahame. Moving forward, Krystal Smith has kindly 

offered to help out with the publishing role. Together, we will endeavor 

to maintain the high standard set by Grahame. 

Members are encouraged to submit articles to me for the newsletter. 

Also a reminder that Steve Doughty is also always on the lookout for 

photos for inclusion on the club website. Looking forward to another 

great year. All the best. 

Chris Kuchel   

President’s Piece  

Happy New Year to you all. Last year we finished off 

the club nights with Al Markham’s quiz night which 

again was well received. The winners being a 2 

person team who missed the cut for the three 

person teams. It goes to show that adversity 

sometimes make you stronger. Thanks again to Al 

for helping make the night a success. 

The Christmas period is over and at this time of year we are normally 

busy organising and enjoying those dreamed about fishing trips to hidden 

locations. The weather this year has had a major influence on fishing and 
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today I sit here looking outside to note gale force wind and rain again and 

it’s mid January. Summer has been a long time coming and that will no 

doubt have an influence on the arrival of Cicada’s. I spent sometime 

between Christmas and New Year in the Bay of Plenty it was hot with no 

wind and the Cicadas were making an early appearance. No wonder 

people from Auckland are moving there to live.  

Anyway back down in this region we are still dealing with the aftermath 

of the recent earthquakes and days when fishing is difficult. I note on the 

club’s web site that IanLawson is catching some good fish on the Hutt 

which is good sign. Before Christmas, Mike Nansett and ventured up to 

Taihape and over to Pahiatua to get in some good fishing. What was 

noticeable on those trips was that we seem to be catching larger fish 

than normal; not sure of the reason but let’s not question it. We find it 

helpful to go onto the relevant websites and check the river flows before 

we set out as it ensures that we don’t have a wasted trip. The 

information available now is very good and combining that with 

predicted weather is a good way to ensure that fishing will be possible. 

No doubt some of you have managed to get away on some fishing trips to 

rivers that most of us have never had the opportunity to fish and it would 

be good if we could get some reports for the club newsletter. This would 

assist other members who are looking for somewhere new to go and 

assist them with their planning. It may even give you the opportunity to 

go with someone different on you next trip. 

Tim Trengrove has been down south and fishing on the Tongariro River 

with success which shows that fish can be caught all times of the year. 

Driving south through Turangi on New Years day there were no cars in 
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the TT car park and not a fisherman in the Bridge pool on the Tongariro. 

It is perhaps the time of year to think about a trip up there if family 

commitments allow. John Olds and Fraser Gibbs set off to raft a new 

stretch of water on the Rangitikei, which you can read about in this 

newsletter.  

This year we are planning to organise a water safety course for members 

to attend as no doubt like myself there have been times when river 

crossings have gone slightly wrong and it would be good to know what 

we should have done prior to attempting to cross and if problems arise 

how to survive. More about that when we have more details. 

This season I have been having success with small copper beaded flies 

not sure why but in previous years it has been either gold or black 

beaded flies. I think what happens is that when you find something that 

works you stick with it whatever the weather or water conditions are. Its 

time to close and start packing for our annual trip to Southland to fish 

and  get in some tramping. The hardest thing to do, is work out what I 

cannot take as I am limited by what can fit in the pack I have to carry. All 

the best for the New Year, drop in or catch up with our sponsors and see 

what bargains you can pick up as I have heard Mike say “you can never 

have too much fishing gear”. 

Ross Goodman 
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February Activities 

13th    Club night - King Lion Hall 7.30pm   

19th    Casting Clinic – Belmont Domain 10.00am 

21st     Committee meeting 7.30pm   

22nd     Fly tying – to be advised 

 

Club News 

Next club Meeting – King Lion Hall – Monday 13 February 7.30pm 

This month’s meeting will be an opportunity to hear about members’ 

exploits over the summer. Tim Trengrove will also give a presentation on 

how to smoke fish using the cold-smoking technique. 

Casting Clinic -  This month’s casting clinic will be held on Sunday 19 

February at Belmont Domain. Be there early, ready for a 10am start.  

The co-ordinator is Ian Lawson. If you want to attend, please sign up on 

the clipboard at our monthly meeting or register on the website. 

Registration allows us to have instructors available for all attendees and 

who we contact if there is any change in meeting arrangements. 

Library News 

The library is open from 7.00 on Club nights. Please make sure that all 

books and DVDs are checked out and returned through Ajit in the normal 

way.  
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Raffle Winners in December 

Details of the December raffle winners will be published in the March 

newsletter. Monthly winners of the Green Trout Guiding raffle go into the 

annual draw for a fantastic guided trip with Jim Rainey. You’ve got to be 

in to win, so make sure you buy your ticket each month at club meetings. 

Photo competition 

This month’s winner is Ian Lawson who takes away the $15 Fishscene 

voucher. His winning photo “Lake on Fire” is on the front cover of of this 

month’s newsletter. Jeff Wood from Fishscene is the sponsor of the 

monthly photo competition.  Members are encouraged to support our 

sponsors. 

November Fish of the month 

Congratulations to Kieran Govind for his fine 7.5lb Rainbow Hen caught 

on Lake Otamangakau. 

Fly Tying Meeting –  Wednesday 22 February 7.30 p.m. Venue to be 

advised at the February club meeting.  

Fly of the Month – CDC and Elk. This month we will work with CDC to tie 

dry flies and emergers. This versatile feather has been incorporated into 

some great fly patterns by a host of top international fly pattern creators. 

Our featured pattern was developed by Hans Weillenmann and has 

proved to be very successful as a trout pattern worldwide.  
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The link below demonstrates how to tie this fly. 

http://midcurrent.com/videos/tying-cdc-elk-fly/ 

Bound Shield Fly Tying Challenge: Please remember to bring your hair 

wing dry flies to the meeting for assessment.   

Up-coming club trips  

We were currently arranging a daytrip only over to the Wairapapa for the 

last weekend of Feb Sunday 26th. Also we are looking at joining the 

Hawkes Bay team in Taumarunui for the weekend 23rd -26th 

March.  Details will be confirmed at the February club meeting.  

All trips are weather dependant, with early bookings essential. Some 
venues do require a deposit, which should be paid by members directly 
to the hotel/BB/lodge to secure a bed. Members will be given the 
opportunity to sign up for club trips at the monthly meetings. To confirm 
a place on a club trip, email Colin  at  lewiscrew@paradise.net.nz  or 
Krystal at krystalarrow@gmail.com not less than 3 weeks before the trip 
date. Accommodation details will be sent to participants as necessary. 
 
 
 

http://midcurrent.com/videos/tying-cdc-elk-fly/
mailto:lewiscrew@paradise.net.nz
mailto:krystalarrow@gmail.com
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Auction – Keith Tourell’s fishing gear 
 
As I advised members at the December meeting there will be an auction 
of the remainder of Keith Tourell’s fishing gear at our February meeting.  
Books and flytying gear have already been added to the club’s assets.  
The items have not been re-sorted to any great degree and they are in 8 
lots described as follows: 

1. McLean weigh net 
2. Two knives 
3. Columbia breathable waders (size M) and Snowbee hip waders (size 

7) in a bag 
4. Box of assorted reels 
5. Box of flylines, nylon etc. 
6. Box of bits & pieces 
7. Tackle box containing mainly spinning gear 
8. Tackle box containing saltwater gear 

 
Each lot will have an auction slip in front of it and members are invited to 
submit written bids throughout the evening.  There are no reserves.  
Payment from the winners of each auction will be by way of cash or 
cheque on the night or you can deposit the money to the club’s bank 
account the next day.  Mike Nansett will provide the account number.   
 
At its last meeting the committee unanimously agreed that proceeds will 
go to the Neurological Foundation which was preferred by the Tourell 
family. 
 
John Olds 
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Bound Shield - Fly Tying Challenge 

This is a new initiative for 2017. The aim is to promote fly-tying by 

encouraging members to tis flies at home then bring them to the monthly 

fly-tying meetings, where they will be judged. The shield will be 

competed for on a monthly basis. The competition is open to all club 

members except the fly tying tutors who will judge the flies. The flies will 

be given a code letter each so that the judge does not know who made 

each one.  

The shield will be presented at the March club meeting to the member 

who wins in February.  A photo will be taken for the newsletter and the 

shield   handed back to be stored at the meeting rooms until the next 

month.  

Each month the winner will be recorded and the member with most wins 

will be awarded a prize at the AGM. If a tied result happens then the 

tutors will award the prize to one of the monthly winners whom they 

judge to be most improved. 

1. Members may be asked to make an accurate copy of a particular fly.  

The fly will be shown at our monthly fly tying   meeting and 

wherever possible a photograph or URL for a Youtube dressing will 

be given as a reference. 

 

2. Alternatively a well- known and possibly fairly simple pattern will be 

shown and members asked to make alterations and improvisations 

to the fly. This could include adding a bead or legs or changing 

colour etc. The main thing is that the new version be different but 
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still recognisable as a variant of the original fly. An example could be 

Frank Sawyer’s Pheasant Tail nymph. The original was made from 

pheasant tail and fine copper wire. 

 

3. Another possibility would be to make a dry fly version of a popular 

wet fly.  

 

4. The important rule for this challenge is that members are to make 

the flies at home before the next fly tying meeting. 

 

5. Members may be invited to demonstrate their tying of a winning fly. 

The first fly we would like members to make is the Hairwing Dry Fly 
demonstratd by Tim Trengrove at the November fly tying evening. Tim 
demonstrates how to tie the fly on Youtube. The link is 
https://youtu.be/953VzMv2Kr0 
 
We would like members to make an accurate copy on a size 12 hook. 
Members who wish to take part in this challenge should bring their home 
tied fly to the February fly tying meeting. 

 
 

https://youtu.be/953VzMv2Kr0
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TROUT TALK 
By Big Jack 

 
This month it’s a rafting report.  This was the fifth Anniversary weekend 
rafting trip that Fraser Gibbs and I have done.  Although we caught fish 
on our trip last year it was pretty average compared to our usual trip so 
we decided not to bore anyone to death with a report. This year the 
venue was again the Rangitikei River but a different stretch to the one we 
usually raft – Springvale to Mangaohane.  We’ve both fished this stretch 
at either end on foot but it was the bit in the middle we wanted to have a 
crack at. The overall distance was around 11kms and we could have 
rafted this in a day but wanted to take our time, as older gentlemen do, 
and we also wanted to camp at the confluence of a tributary that enters 
the river about halfway.  The weather, as everyone knows, had been 
pretty average leading up to the trip and, although it was fine when we 
left there was a howling gale until we got north of Hunterville.  We 
checked in at the Safari Motel which we had booked the week previous.  
By this time the weather forecast had changed to include hail in a pretty 
grotty outlook.  We decided to check out the Gretna Hotel for our 
evening meal as we had never eaten there before.  Couldn’t fault it for 
value and quality.  $39 got us a meal each and a couple of beers.  I 
recommend it.  Back at the motel we got everything organised for the 
next day.  The Safari is a clean and tidy motel but it’s one drawback is it is 
right on SH1 and obviously very close to the main trunk line.  Takes a bit 
of getting used to.  When another train rolled through at about 1 p.m. it 
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woke me and I noted the rain was on full volume also.  It was the same 
when we woke about 6.  Uh oh sprung to mind.  By departure time at 7 
the rain had eased and that most elusive of creatures – the sun – had 
even tried to shine.   
 

DAY 1 

 
Packed up and ready to go.  19 January, middle of summer and Fraser 

has his jacket on! 
 
The weather was showery all the way to the departure point.  There 
occurred the most disturbing event of the two days.  There were two 
camper vans parked in the camping area and from one emerged a 
German who we christened Heinrich.  Henrich’s apparel consisted of a 
pair of gruts and he was carrying a towel.  The gruts were discarded and 
he proceeded to have his early morning dip.  He was completely oblivious 
to who was around him and I suspect it was his daily ritual.  I guess he 
was around 70 years of age and it was not a pretty sight! 
 
We were on the water 8.30.  The river was clear but quite low with green 
weed in some pools.  The rocks were a bit of a challenge with a lot of 
algae.  On this trip I decided I’d visit Darth Vader territory and take a 
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spinning rod also – the idea being that I could dredge the deeper water.  
Less said about that the better.  Every cast resulted in a very weedy lure 
and after a while it becomes a bit much.  It was a cold morning with a 
fairly brisk southerly blowing up the river and we struggled early on even 
at the pools which in the past had produced fish.  Fraser dropped one fish 
early on and all I dropped was my rod tip.  The wind had kicked up and on 
a forward cast I heard the crack as the tungsten nymph hit my rod.  Next 
cast the tip was in the water.  Bugger.  I’ll just slip in back on.  No you 
won’t, it’s in two pieces.  Lucky the Airflo rods come with a spare tip. 
 

 
Fraser all rugged up in the Corner Pool 

 
Further downriver we met up with an Irishman from Palmy who had had 
one fish of 6lbs which he kept.  So this news told us that others were 
struggling as well.  Cold wind, little sun, no insect life added up to a 
struggle.  This guy actually asked us whether we had seen his mate – we 
hadn’t and left him hoping he hadn’t fallen in the river.  He didn’t seem 
particularly concerned.   
 
Hallelujah, the first landed fish of the day came at 2 o’clock.  A nice 3lb 
Rainbow.  I had on what is known as a “Tim Trengrove” special.  #14 gold 
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tungsten bead, green thread, gold wire, spikey thorax – simple.  Lovely 
fish that fought well.   

 
We then got into a part of the river we had not walked before and found 
a yummy drop off.  I decided to flick a spinner into the deeper water with 
no effect while Fraser yanked 4 and 4.5lb Rainbow Jacks from the drop 
off.  The 4.5 pounder looked like he’d been smashed in the nose by 
Joseph Parker but he was still a fit fish. 
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Our camping spot was just around the corner in a grove of manuka trees 
beside the Mangaohane Stream which is an important spawning stream, 
open from 1 October to 30 April.  I’d had visions of fishing it but it was 
only a slow-moving trickle no more than knee deep at best.  We did 
disturb a fish of about 2lbs in ankle deep water as we pulled the boats 
out of the main flow.  First priority was to set up camp and make sure the 
boats were well tied down in case the wind got up (or the river).  Highly 
unlikely but prudent – it’s a long walk out if your method of 
transportation is blown away. 

 
God rest ye merry gentleme(a)n 
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For this trip, we decided that the luxury of a couple of camp chairs was in 
order.  Certainly better than a log or rocks.  The evening was warm and 
with our meal washed down with a glass of nice red it was time for a 
well-earned rest.  The problem started after the sun disappeared.  With a 
southerly all day it got bloody cold overnight.  I had taken a summer 
weight sleeping bag and a liner which had been adequate before but 
even with all my fishing clothes on, a liner and in the bag with a buff on 
my head, I was still cold.  Fraser had taken a heavier weight bag so he was 
a bit better off.  5.45 arrived and I decided I was probably better off 
outside than in.  The tents were damp from dew and cold hands mixed 
with metal tent poles is not the best start to a day.  But at least the sun 
emerged as we got on the river and the exercise of carrying gear to the 
river warmed us up. 
 

DAY 2 
Just down from the camp we found a fast run with a drop off at the 
bottom.  Fraser took the fast run which was a bit too fast as 3 fish busted 
him off in here.  I fished the drop off and managed to foul hook a 
Rainbow Jack of about 4lbs.  A few casts later and I was hooked up with a 
“stonker”.  This thing (which I never saw) put some serious heat on the 6 
weight.  The biggest fish I’ve been connected to in a while.  Fraser saw 
this and started to move downstream with his net.  I couldn’t see the 
snag that it took me around with the express purpose of rubbing my 
dropper line in half which it accomplished extremely well.  A few choice 
words were said! 
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The “stonker” drop off 

 
There was little further action until we got close to the take-out point.  
Fraser lost a nice fish in a piece of water that it is a bit up and down in 
terms of fish population.  I fished a pool that I can almost guarantee a fish 
from and it didn’t disappoint.  At this stage I’d decided to put on a #12 PT 
flashback.  After a few casts the fish took pretty much where they always 
do in this pool and then took off downstream.  I was into the backing very 
quickly as the fish went into the deep water but by the time I got it near 
shore my reliable net man was there to finish the job.  5lbs of beautiful 
Rainbow Hen.  It looked like the 4.75 fish I caught from this pool last year! 

 
5lb Rainbow Hen 
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So, while we didn’t land huge numbers of fish it was great to be in a 
beautiful part of our country.  At least we weren’t constantly releasing 
“subways” and all the fish we did get were memorable.  Thanks to my 
angling buddy Fraser – looking forward to another trip next year. 
 

The curse of the Hutt 

By Steve Doughty 

Mid December may be seriously late or a little too early for a new year’s 

resolution, but I made it anyway. I have had a mental block on fishing the 

Hutt River for a long time and decided that this summer would produce 

my first Hutt fish. The first rule was not to keep doing what I have always 

done so that I don’t get the same result. Like many I have always found 

the Hutt River hard going and therefore fished it infrequently with the 

obvious result. 

I was inspired by the Fish and Game pamphlet that arrived in the mail on 

how to fish the Hutt. I read it through a couple of times and tried to 

remember the endless tips given at club nights from those that are 

successful Hutt river anglers. I ended up feeling like there was so much to 

take in, how could I get it right? Why was I feeling so intimidated by this 

river when I have had success on many others? 

Step one, get out there with a rod and use the knowledge and instinct I 

have acquired by being successful on those other rivers. My mind was the 

hurdle so I concluded “if I have got a fly in the water, my chances have 

improved exponentially from sitting at home thinking the Hutt is too 

hard”. 
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So, on a Saturday early in January I set out with the express aim of 

breaking the curse of the Hutt. I know we all go out believing we will 

catch fish but I just felt more determined than ever.  That determination 

helped me overcome that laziness that sets in sometimes when you need 

to change your rig several times in a few hundred metres of river but 

don’t. I can read water reasonably well and have enough experience to 

use that knowledge, but sometimes just say to myself “a couple more 

casts with this rig” when I know I should have changed it.  

This day was different; the determination was the catalyst to fish to the 

conditions and I changed my rig several times very determined to break 

the curse of the Hutt. So, coming through some quiet water, not too 

deep, I used a dry and dropper until I was faced with a swift deep rapid 

and I needed another tactic. I thought the stretch of river was 

reminiscent of some fast runs I have fished on the Mohaka, a favourite 

spot of mine and I thought a Mohaka rig was the order of the day. But I’m 

on the Hutt and all the tales from the riverbank that I hear about the Hutt 

involve wee wets and across and down and other such things. I followed 

my instinct and added an indicator, dispensed with the dry and dropper 

and put on a heavy nymph, added split shot and put an almost naked 

black fly on truck and trailer style 200mm from the first fly.  

 

A few casts and my indicator was miraculously sucked under with real 

intention and my first Hutt brown was hooked. It did not play hard but 

was very determined to stay in the river so I spent considerable time 

coaxing it to the bank and landed the 3.5lb hen, the curse was broken. 
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I went home soon after to proudly let my wife know that I was now a 

bona fide Hutt angler. That day it was not just that first Hutt trout that 

was caught, so was I. A quick bite of lunch and back in the truck to get 

back to the same spot to put another run on the board. No change in 

gear this time (why would you) and straight in to the same spot. Well not 

quite straight in, a walk down the river away from the edge and first casts 

several metres below what I hoped would be the second Hutt brown. 

With great anticipation, I cast several times and again lost my indicator 

from the surface and a good swift tug let me know number two was on. 

This one felt bigger and was immediately keener to be in the river than 

on the bank. It was not so much a fight as a battle of the wits, this 4.5lb 

jack was intent on staying at home but I had come out to play and my 

resolve was greater than his. We struggled for a time and he eventually 

succumbed to my newly found Hutt river skills.  

This probably sounds just like any other fishing story so why is this any 

different? My usual fishing trips are me against the fish, breaking the 

curse of the Hutt for me was less about the trout and more about me. I 

had built an attitude that told me it’s too hard and usually went after 

what I considered to be easier rivers. There are easier rivers of course, 

but I now have a new enthusiasm for the Hutt and spent the whole next 

day fishing about 5km of the river with no luck. Did I mind, not at all, I 

have done it and find myself wanting to get out again knowing that there 

are fish in the Hutt. I have personally met two of them. 
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I am glad my new year’s resolution, be it early or late, has given me the 

energy to get out and put the effort in. Your experience may not be the 

same but if like me you have been frustrated with the Hutt, take on the 

challenge. If something is not working, change it, I needed to remind 

myself of this essential angling advice. It may not happen overnight… 
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Hutt Valley Angling Club Incorporated – Contact List 

President  Ross Goodman  (04)2330087 

Vice president Mike Nansett  (04)5865659 

Past president Steve Doughty  (04)5277799 

Secretary  John Olds   (04)9344150 

Treasurer  Mike Nansett  (04)5865659 

Committee  Thomas Fichtner  021 0736210 

   Ajit Jogi   0212359168 

   Chris Kuchel   021 0367639 

   Colin Lewis   (04)5682117 

   Krystal Smith  (04)8222882 

   Rob Winwood  (04)5661817 
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Who to contact 

Casting Clinics  Ian Lawson  (04)5635486 

Buddy programme  Krystal Smith   

Club trips   Colin Lewis and Krystal Smith 

Librarian   Ajit Jogi    

Newsletter Editor  Chris Kuchel   

Fishing Diary holder Rob Winwood 

Fly tying   Ajit Jogi 

Photo competition  Steve Doughty   

Club website  www.huttvalleyangling.org.nz 

Club postal address PO Box 40135, Upper Hutt 5140 

Any articles published in this newsletter are the opinions of the author alone and do not 

necessarily represent the views of the club as a whole or other members of the club. 

 

 


