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President’s Piece After one of the best summers for a long time, the 

seasons are finally changing and the end of daylight 
saving is upon us. However, there is still some good 
fishing to be had in the Hutt River before the start of 
the spawning season. I’ve recently signed up to 
facebook and have been following new member Ben 
Connolly’s postings.  Ben is an experienced sea 

fisherman new to fly fishing, who seems to be taking every opportunity to 
get out onto the Hutt River whenever he can, particularly in the evenings 
after work and is having good success. I think there’s a lesson there for all 
anglers who want to catch more fish; make the time to get out there and 
go fishing. Great stuff Ben. And don’t forget the smaller streams in the 
Wellington region. We still have another month of good fishing before they 
close for the winter.  
 
Speaking of winter, our AGM is coming up in June and we will be looking 
for some new committee members. John Olds (secretary) and Mike 
Nansett (treasurer) will be stepping down to take a well-deserved break, 
so we are looking for replacements. Being part of the committee is a 
rewarding experience and a chance to give something back to the club, so 
if one of those positions sounds like you, please don’t hesitate to contact 
John Olds or myself.  
 
Hope to see you at the April; club night. All the best.  Chris Kuchel 
 
                                                                                                        
April Activities 
 
Monday 9th  Club Night, King Lion Hall, 7.30pm 
Sunday 15th   Casting Clinic, Belmont Domain, 10am 
Wednesday 18th    Committee Meeting, Stokes Valley RSA, 7.15pm 
Thursday 26th                   Fly Tying Night, Stokes Valley RSA, 7.15pm 
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Club News 
 
Next Club Meeting – King Lion Hall – Monday 9th April 7.30pm 
 
At the April club night our guest speaker will be Strato Cotsilinis who has 
recently returned from Argentina. The title of his presentation is 
“Lago Strobel Argentina (Jurassic Lake) Home of huge rainbows” 
 
Advance Notice – June AGM – Notices of Motion and Remits 
 
The Annual General Meeting of HVAC will be held on Monday 11 June.  
 
Under clause 21.1 of the Constitution, Notices of Motion and Remits for 
consideration at an Annual General Meeting must be submitted in writing 
to the Secretary not less than twenty one (21) days prior to the date set 
for the meeting and shall be signed by not less than two (2) current 
financial members of the CLUB. 
 
Likewise, recommendations to the in-coming Management Committee 
must be submitted in writing to the Secretary not less than twenty one (21) 
days prior to the date set for the meeting and shall be signed by not less 
than two (2) current Management Committee members of the CLUB. 
 
Library News 
 
The library is open from 7pm on Club nights. Please make sure that all 
books and DVDs are checked out and returned through Ajit in the normal 
way.  
 
Fly Tying Meeting – Thursday 26 April – Note change of day due to ANZAC 
Day. 
Meet at 7.15 pm in Stokes Valley RSA rooms. 
 
Fly of the Month: Fuzzy Wuzzy 
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The Fuzzy Wuzzy lure is said to be the invention of the late Fred Fletcher 
of Waitahanui Lodge and is considered to represent a Koura (freshwater 
Crayfish) and also may be taken as trout ova. Most recently brown bodied 
versions have enjoyed great success on the southern canals where they 
would be mistaken for food pellets by hungry trout. 
This style of lure has largely been eclipsed by the more popular Rabbit Flies 
and Woolly Buggers that owe their appeal as much to their seductive 
movement in the stream as they do to their appearance. 
Come to the meeting, tie a Fuzzy Wuzzy and other lures.  
Tools and materials will be available if you don’t have your own. 
Remember to bring a small box or container to take away any flies you 
have made. 
 
Bound Shield Challenge for April 
We would like members to tie a Fuzzy Wuzzy fly in 2 sizes (for instance one 
fly on size 2 hook and the other on size 6 hook). The hook sizes must be at 
least three sizes different from each other. These will be judged together 
as a pair and judges will be looking for uniformity in overall appearance. 
Clearly the tail will be shorter on the small fly and the hackles used must 
be shorter as well to keep the flies in proportion. 
The colour of the two flies does not need to be identical but the silhouettes 
(shapes) 
should be a good match. 
 
Members are reminded that there will be a prize awarded at the AGM to 
the member who has won the shield most times since the competition 
began or to a member who is judged to have improved their tying skills 
over this time. 
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Photo Competition 
 
Congratulations to this month’s winner, John Olds who takes away the $10 
Hunting & Fishing voucher. His winning photo “Snag City” is on the front 
cover of this month’s newsletter. 
 
Fish of the Month 
 
Congratulations to Damian Bengree, who caught an 8lb Brown Jack at the 
mouth of a Taupo stream. Damian takes away a $10 voucher from our 
sponsor Hunting and Fishing. 
 

 
 
March Raffle Winners 
 
Congratulations to Ian Lawson for winning the Green Trout Guiding raffle.  
John Olds took away the fly box and John Rochester won a $20 Hunting 
and Fishing voucher. 
 
 



6 

 

 
Up-coming Club Competitions 
 
April 14th  Burgess Shield - Salt Water, Lake Ferry 
May 12th    GJK Shield - Hutt River 
 
Members can register their interest on the club website or by contacting 
Thomas Fichtner, competitions co-ordinator. 
 
 
Kakahi Kapers          Colin Thomson 
 
The Wellington Anniversary Weekend fishing trip was an annual event for 
a number of club members over the years. The participant numbers have 
slowly dwindled over the years. However, there has been a core who have 
continued to travel to various venues over the years. This year, we decided 
not to return to Lake Aniwhenua and we needed and to explore a “new 
fishing spot”. To bolster numbers I invited new club member Gerry McKay 
and my son James to join Wayne Butson, George Skinner and myself. 
 
The “new fishing spot” was going to be the Whanganui River in and around 
Taumarunui. There is plenty of fishable water there, as well a few other 
rivers to have a go on as well. Enough to keep us busy anyway. 
 
Unfortunately or fortunately, depends how you look at it, there was no 
suitable accommodation left at the Taumarunui Motor Camp and the local 
motels would not really meet our needs. When doing a “Google Search” I 
came across the Kakahi Adventure Lodge. After a telephone conversation 
with Maxine Adern, the co- owner and operator of the Lodge, we were 
booked in for the long weekend starting on the Friday 19th January. 
 
A week prior to the trip we had a team meeting to discuss travel 
arrangements, food and other necessities to get us through the weekend. 
  
Travelling time went pretty quickly with a Coffee stop at Otaki, then a Kai 
and Mimi stop at Taihape. (I also purchased a winning Lotto ticket there as 
well $23.00!) We arrived at Kakahi Adventure Lodge ahead of our 
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scheduled time and had to wait around a bit before we secured the key to 
the lodge. 
  
The lodge is an old historic house situated in the Kakahi Village. It is a three- 
bedroom house with two large lounges with couches that could be used as 
beds. I would say that the lodge could most likely take up to eight people 
maximum. Five people was quite good and not too crowded. The Lodge is 
fitted out like an old homestead and has quite a few “antique bric and 
brac” as décor. Lots of books and magazines. Some of the magazines were 
older than me! Also it was good to have George on the trip, as the oven 
was quite old and he was the only one who knew how to turn it on! 
 
On the Friday, Michael Walsh, Maxine’s partner, gave us a few tips on 
access points for the Whakapapa River which was gladly accepted. There 
had been a lot of rain the previous day and the river level was running quite 
high and also a bit dirty. The first foray onto the river was more an 
exploratory mission to suss the place out. We left the car at the access 
point and had to short walk to the river. There was plenty of room for all 
five anglers so we spread out to have a cast. Wayne was successful with a 
decent size fish. 
 

 
Wayne’s fish, Whanganui 
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That evening we discussed plans for the rest of the weekend. It was 
decided we would fish locally on the Whakapapa River in the mornings and 
return to the Lodge for lunch. Then in the afternoons we would spend time 
on the Whanganui River around Taumarunui. 
 
Saturday morning we headed to a new location on the Whakapapa, again 
there was plenty of room for everyone. The river was still a little high but 
the water was not as murky. George was first to score a fish, which Wayne 
promptly took a photo of, then released for another day. James was next 
to hook up and he also released that because of its size. (It was bigger that 
George’s fish!) Wayne hooked into a good-sized fish and got broken off 
while attempting to bring it to shore. That afternoon we went to 
Taumarunui and fished at Mahoe Rd Reserve. There was plenty of room 
there to spread out and fish. James caught a fish as well as Gerry (both fish 
were keepers). George also hooked into a fish. Wayne had great success 
and caught and released a few before getting two good sized fish. The 
afternoon heat was at the extreme, the weather app on my phone had the 
temperature 25degrees and there was no breeze. Eventually we had to call 
it a day due the temperature. Before returning to the lodge we did a bit of 
a reconnaissance of other access points for the Wanganui Rivers.  We 
didn’t fish that evening as the heat was unrelenting. Beer-o- clock! 
 

 
George and James, lower Whakapapa 
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George’s trophy fish 
 
Sunday morning we returned to the Whakapapa and fished downstream 
to where it meets the Wanganui River. The Whakapapa’s flow is fast here 
and the banks were quite steep.  George and James fished downstream 
towards the confluence from where we accessed the river. I had a flick at 
various spots as did Gerry.  At the confluence there was a big pool which 
was eventually fished by the entire group. Wayne hooked up on a solid fish 
unfortunately his hook broke at the point! Again the heat was becoming 
unbearable and we retreated back to the lodge to prepare to fish at 
Taumarunui in the afternoon. We decided to fish at Mahoe Road again as 



10 

 

access was easy and everyone would have plenty of space to fish. There 
was an agreement that we would return to the car at set time and return 
to the Whakapapa for a twilight fish. The temperature was still stifling and 
the fishing was hard. Wayne returned to the spot he fished the previous 
day and had a few takes plus he landed a few more fish. Everyone spread 
out and were using various fishing techniques. Eventually everyone began 
to return to the car. Both George and James returned to the car with a 
good each. 
 

 
Mahoe Road 3 ½ pounds 
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Gerry Whanganui-Whakapapa 
 
  
I decided not to fish the Whakapapa and was dropped off at the lodge to 
clean James’s fish (as a good Dad does!)  And also prepare the evening 
meal. The others went to the spot we went to on the Friday and fished 
until about 7pm. 
 
On Monday morning we planned to have a fish on the Whakapapa before 
departing. However, it began to rain during the night and was still coming 
down quite steadily after we had eaten breakfast. It was unanimous that 
we didn’t want pack wet fishing gear and clothes into the car for the return 
trip.  
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Wayne, James and Gerry, Whanganui River 
 

 

 
Wayne, Whanganui River 
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Overall the trip was very enjoyable.  Apart from the heat of the day, the 
weather could not have been better. The accommodation was good and 
the evening banter was at its usual level of decorum. Wayne and George 
continue to catch fish on a more than regular basis. Both Gerry and James 
landed their first trout. I got skunked which hasn’t happened for a long 
time. I personally would like to return and have another fish on the 
Whakapapa and maybe explore a few other access points as well.  
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Still some limited stocks of 

  

2017 Sims G3 and Headhunters 
Waders 

and G3 Boots 

  

  

Duck shooters get your new season 
licences and get a free Gerber knife 
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Hutt Valley Angling Club Incorporated 
huttangler@hotmail.com 
 

President Chris Kuchel 021 036 7639 chriskuchel357@gmail.com  

Vice President Ajit Jogi 021 235 9168 ajgweru@yahoo.co.uk  

Past President Ross Goodman (04) 233 0087 rgoodman@globe.net.nz  

Secretary John Olds (04) 934 4150 johngibsonolds@gmail.com  

Treasurer Mike Nansett (04) 586 5659 mnansett@xtra.co.nz  

Committee Thomas Fichtner 021 073 6210 unibuild@hotmail.com  

 Ajit Jogi 021 235 9168 ajgweru@yahoo.co.uk  

 Chris Kuchel 021 036 7639 chriskuchel357@gmail.com  

 Colin Lewis (04) 568 2117 Cnclewis02@gmail.com  

 Trevor Jeffries  trevor.e.jeffries@gmail.com  

    

 
 

Who to contact 
 
Casting Clinics  Ross Goodman 
Buddy programme  Ross Goodman 
Club trips   Colin Lewis 
Club Competitions  Tomas Fichtner 
Newsletter Editor  Krystal Smith   
Fishing Diary Holder John Olds 
Fly Tying   Ajit Jogi 
Librarian   Ajit Jogi   
 
Club website  www.huttvalleyangling.org.nz  
Club postal address  PO Box 40135, Upper Hutt 5140 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any articles published in this newsletter are the opinions of the author alone and do not 

necessarily represent the views of the club as a whole or other members of the club. 
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