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President’s Piece 
 

It was heartening to see such a good turn-out at the 
November club night, which included a good number 
of visitors and potential new members. Thanks to 
Mike Nansett for his timely presentation on how to 
fish the Hutt River, Tim Trengrove for his presentation 
on how to fish the caddis rise and to our resident 
ranger Steve “the Sheriff” Doughty for his explanation 

of the rules regarding your annual fishing licence. Judging by the positive 
comments I received after the meeting, I believe that members found the 
presentations useful and interesting. 
 
Special thanks must also go to John Olds for his presentation on the up-
coming Mohaka River trip. Prior to the meeting, we had 3 members who 
had confirmed their interest in this trip. Immediately after John’s 
presentation that number jumped to 10. A fantastic result.  
 
As part of an ongoing goal to increase participation in club trips, we have 
put together a survey which has been emailed out to members. The aim 
is to gauge an understanding of what members would like to experience 
on club trips and then use this information as part of the planning 
process for future trips. I would encourage all members to complete the 
survey sooner rather than later. If for some reason you did not receive 
the online survey (maybe your email address has changed recently) just 
let me know and I will sort it out. 
 
This month’s club meeting will be a Quiz Night followed by the traditional 
supper of Christmas mince tarts. Trevor Jeffries will be the man asking 
the questions and in the event of any challenges, making the final rulings. 
It should be a good night and one not to be missed. 
 
There will be no newsletter or club meeting in January. There is a club 
trip to the Wairarapa planned for 27 and 28 January, although the length 
and format of the trip may change depending on the results of the online 
survey. I can see that already there is quite a bit of interest in a day trip 
to one of the rivers in the Wairarapa, but not necessarily the 
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Ruamahanga. Hopefully, more survey results will come in before the 
December club meeting, at which time more details will be given. 
 
And finally, these warm evenings are great, but let’s hope for a splash of 
rain to freshen up the Hutt River which is starting to look like a lake. 
That’s all from me; see you at the December Quiz Night. 
                                                                                                               Chris Kuchel 
 
 
December Activities 
 
Monday 11th Dec Club Night, King Lion Hall, 7.30pm 
**Please note there will be no club meeting in January** 
The first meeting of 2018 will be: 
 Monday 12th Feb Club Night, King Lion Hall, 7.30pm 
 
Thursday 14th Dec Casting Clinic, Belmont Domain, 7pm 
 
**Please note there will be no committee meeting in December** 
The first meeting of 2018 will be: 
Wednesday 17th Jan   Committee Meeting, Stokes Valley RSA, 7.15pm 
 
Club News 
 
Next Club Meeting – King Lion Hall – Monday 11th December 7.30pm 
 
For December’s club night we’ll be having the annual Christmas Quiz 
night!  
 
Casting Clinic 
 
This month’s casting clinic will be held on Thursday 14 December at 
Belmont Domain.  Be there early and ready for a 7pm start. 
 
The coordinator is Ian Lawson. If you want to attend, please sign up on 
the clipboard at our monthly meeting or register on the website. 
Registration allows us to have instructors available for all attendees and 
who we contact if there is any change in meeting arrangements. 
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Library News 
 
The library is open from 7pm on Club nights. Please make sure that all 
books and DVDs are checked out and returned through Ajit in the normal 
way.  
 
Fly Tying Night  
 
Please note, there is no fly tying night in December. 
 
Raffle Winners in November 
 
Congratulations to Bill Shkopiak for winning the Green Trout Guiding 
raffle, and John Olds who won the box of flies. 
 
Photo Competition 
 
Congratulations to Ross Goodman for his photo, “Gold Again” which won 
this month’s photo competition. Ross’s photo is on the cover of this 
newsletter. 
 
October Fish of the Month 
 
Congratulations to Bill Harris, who caught a 5lb 12oz Rainbow Hen in Lake 
Otamangakau. 
 
Club Trips 
 
December 8-10th  Mohaka – please note this trip is full. 
January 27-28th   Wairarapa – more details TBA at club night. 
Please contact Colin Lewis for more info. 
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Meet the Member – Anna Alison 
 

 
 
I grew up splashing around the rivers and lakes of the South Island. My 
Dad's family had a fishing hut on the Opihi River. My Nana was a 
particularly good angler. My Mum's family built one of the first batches in 
Lake Rotoiti at the head of the Buller River.  
 
We had a high country run in the Ohau Basin. The Mackenzie country is 
very special to me, I was married in the Church of the Good Shepherd. I 
have four young daughters who I hope to teach to fish just as my dad 
taught me in my teens. 
 
Although I have fished only a handful of times over the years I love the 
art of casting. Rivers are a natural and happy place for me to be. I look 
forward to building my relationship with the club and getting to know the 
waters of the Wellington region as well as a few of their crafty browns. 
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Irish Fishing Trip                             Ian Lawson 
 
I had been looking forward to my UK holiday and in particular my fishing 
trip to Ireland with two of my very old fishing buddies, chasing the 
saltwater Bass. The Irish really do have their heads screwed on when it 
comes to the Bass stocks in Irish waters. There is no commercial Bass 
fishing and the leisure angler is only allowed to keep one fish per day but 
most practice catch and release as the Bass here are classified as a sport 
fish. I had booked the trip online in January with Lynn & John Quinlan, 
Thatch Cottage Co, Kerry, Ireland. We had stayed with Lynn & John in the 
past some 3 years ago with great success, we had caught in the region of 
30 + Bass, to a weight of 7lbs, along with a good catch of mackerel and 
pollack off the rocks. 
 

 
 
The day came when we were to start our journey to Ireland, the plan was 
to leave around 7pm as the ferry crossing didn’t leave Pembroke to 
Rosslare until 2.45 am the next morning and it would take us 5 hours to 
drive from Cambourne to Pembroke in Wales.  
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That morning Mike phoned me inquiring if I had any rod rests to take, 
which I found surprising as he was holding all my sea fishing gear in his 
garage, on telling him this he had no problem finding rests, I also told him 
not to bring the Sonik 14ft 5 to 7 oz casting rod as I found it too heavy for 
me. Mike arrived to load my gear at 7 o’clock as arranged, I loaded my 
gear into the car and told Mike I was taking my fly rod and a new spinning 
rod. When I got into the car before going to pick up Peter, I noticed a 
number of rods and rod rests already packed and casually said to Mike 
“You have all the rods in?” “Yes” he said. We picked Peter up and we 
were off. 
 
The drive was uneventful and we arrived at Pembroke in plenty of time 
for the ferry. The crossing was good and although we didn’t manage to 
get any sleep we were able to close our eyes and get some rest. We left 
the ferry at Rosslare at 6.30 am and intended to drive for an hour then 
get some breakfast which is what we did, at the same place we used the 
last time. Four and a half hours later we arrived at Thatch Cottage where 
Lynn & John were there to greet us. After the usual niceties, Lynn showed 
us to our rooms where we left our clothes baggage. We thought we 
would have an hour or two fishing the local beach. We had brought with 
us 40 or 50 packets of frozen sand-eels and 4 boxes of frozen squid, Lynn 
kindly cleared a spot in her chest freezer in the garden shed for us to use. 
It was decided we would put our rod and reels together so as not to carry 
more gear than necessary on this short trip before dinner. Peter removed 
his 2 beach rods and rests from the car, Mike then removed his, it was my 
turn, but shock, horror there were no more beach rods in the car, only 
my rod rests, spinning rods and my fly rod. Mike had forgotten to put my 
rods in, so here I was in Ireland on a Bass fishing holiday with no beach 
rods. Mike was so apologetic and felt really bad so offered me one of his, 
but then our host having heard the conversation stepped in and offered 
me the use of one of his rods which save the day and the rest of the trip. 
That first trip turned up a few surprises. The first being soon after arriving 
that Peter had developed a pain in the right-hand side of his lower back 
which got worse as he continued to cast, Mike and I then took over the 
casting for him.  
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The tide was not great as it was still dropping, it was not ideal but after a 
couple of hours Peter had a bite and landed a nice 4 to 4.5 lbs Bass, it was 
photographed and released. Not long after just on the turn of the tide I 
noticed my line had gone slack, which meant one of only two things. One, 
the line had picked up some weed and dislodged my breakaway weight 
or Two, a fish had taken my bait and the fish was swimming towards me. 
Fortunately, it was the later and after reeling in a fair amount of line I 
connected with what, at first I was not sure if it was weed or a fish as it 
continued to come towards me. It wasn’t until it got into the shallows of 
about two feet of water that I could see a pile of weed on my line, but I 
thought I saw the tail fin of a fish. It was then that the fish decided it was 
not happy where it was, so it made a powerful run for deeper water. It 
was only then that I knew it was not only weed but also a fish. After 
another one or two runs I landed a really nice Bass of 8lbs, again it was 
photographed and released. Shortly after that we packed up as the tide 
having turned was bringing in a lot of weed and our fishing lines were 
beginning to look like clothes lines with weed hanging from them, so back 
to Thatch Cottage for dinner. 
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On returning to Thatch cottage we were introduced to the family of 
swallows that had taken up residences in John’s outside shed. There were 
4 young which were at a stage that the nest was hardly big enough for 
them and the parents were kept busy every few minutes in and out with 
food. They took no notice of humans and if you were standing in the 
permanently open doorway you could feel the wind of their wings as they 
flew past. We left the birds and went to clean up before dinner. 
 
Next morning after a full Irish breakfast (egg, bacon, sausages, black 
pudding, hog’s pudding, mushrooms, fried tomato, toast, orange juice 
and coffee) along with our packed lunch we set off for another local 
beach at Reenroe just a mile or two from our accommodation. The surf 
was not great and the tide was only halfway down which meant there 
were a good three hours before low water, not what we would call ideal 
for Bass fishing, but we had caught Bass on a going tide before so we 
decided to give it a go. Three hours later and not having had a bite it was 
decision time, do we stay or do we go? We decided to stay as we would 
now have an incoming tide and we had been watching a lot of Gannets 
diving in the bay, which meant there must have been a lot of bait fish in 
the bay. 
 
Unfortunately, with the turn of the tide again came the weed and after 
an hour of struggling to keep our lines clear of weed and not fish, we 
packed up. This I am afraid to say is how the next few days went, 
breakfast off to a different beach, with the same result. Because the low 
tide was getting later and later each day, that meant most of the day we 
would be fishing a going tide and when the tide did turn along with the 
incoming tide came the weed. 
 
Peter was still having trouble with his back but that didn’t stop him 
landing two or more Bass, not big, around 3 to 4 lbs and Mike caught his 
first fish of 5 lbs. I didn’t improve on my only fish and we were getting 
frustrated with the weed, so we decided that the next day we would try 
fishing off the rocks behind the surf, which meant we would avoid the 
weed. It worked in as much that we caught fish but not Bass, we landed a 
few mackerel and two sea trout; not one of them would have made a lb. 
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Peter’s back was getting worse, he was now having some really bad 
spasms and difficulty just walking, so we knew we had to get him some 
treatment. Having mentioned it to our hosts, Lynn arranged for Peter to 
see a doctor at the local hospital in Cahirciveen, which proved to be very 
successful. Peter having been given an injection and some pain killers, 
meant that he was soon able to cast for himself and was improving each 
day. 
 
Three more days to the end of our trip, so I arranged with John to have a 
day’s fly fishing on a local lough, that meant Peter and Mike would fish 
together on a nearby beach. John had phoned the night before and 
booked the boat for us to use. The lough is only small, about half the size 
of the Big O, and they only allowed one boat at a time on the water with 
no shore fishing at all.  
 

 
 
We arrived at the lough around 10 o’clock, there were three of us, John 
our guide, Robert, the only other guest at the cottage, who was there 
only for the fly fishing and myself. Just after we had arrived another car 
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turned up with a guide and two children. John knew him and he said that 
he had booked the boat the afternoon before, he however said they 
would be only an hour or two as the kids would have had enough by 
then. He would give John a ring when done, we in the meantime would 
go back and fish the River Inny that flowed out of the Lough.  
 
The Inny holds brown trout, sea trout and the odd salmon. Robert had 
fished the river earlier in the week with some success having landed a 6 
lbs salmon, which he released. So being familiar with the river he was left 
to fish a nice looking stretch of water and John and I moved further up 
the river to a good pool, where John thought I had a good chance of 
catching a brown trout. With that in mind I thought I’d try one of my 
spiders and at the end of the drift of my first cast I hooked a fish and it 
turned out to be a monster brown trout all of 3 – 4 inches. It did prove 
one thing, that my spider will catch fish big or small anywhere. I fished 
the pool without any more takes, but several fish did have a go at it, that 
gave me the impression that they too, were very small fish, possibly even 
smaller than the one I landed, I decided to change my fly to a parachute 
adams and moved up to the next pool. 
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I saw a rise just off the far bank and had to roll-cast as there was no room 
for a back cast. I hooked and landed the fish, it was another brown, twice 
as big as the last one, at least 8 inches. I landed another small brown, 
then hooked what proved to be a sea trout just as John appeared from 
around the bend above me, where he had been inspecting the water 
further up the river for future visits. 
 
By this time Robert had not jointed us so John went to look for him and I 
carried on fishing the pool where I had just landed the sea trout which 
was ¾ lb, I didn’t have any more bites so went looking for Robert and 
John, where I found John coming to find me as he had received the 
phone call we had been waiting for. Robert said he had no takes so was 
glad to be moving onto the lock. 
 

 
 
We arrived back at the lough about 12 o’clock so before going out in the 
boat we ate our lunch, after which John Rowed the boat with Rob in the 
bow and me in the stern. The method was to cast about forty feet and 
fast retrieve, then cast again. Rob caught twenty brown trout, the biggest 
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was about 6 oz, I didn’t catch so many, but again I caught the biggest 
brown of about 12 oz and a sea trout of about 2 lbs which by the length 
should have weighted three and a half to four lbs, I have never caught a 
fish so thin. After 4 hours of this I was glad to get back to our 
accommodation and dinner. 
 
That brought us to our last day to go fishing as we were off home the 
next day, so we did manage to get one day in to go Pollack fishing off the 
rocks after a reasonable climb. We had a good day with mackerel, pollack 
and conger. Mike was the one to try fishing on the bottom, after catching 
a few mackerel and small pollack, he caught 2 conger, one of 10 to 12 lbs 
and the other about 18 to 20 lbs. Peter caught mackerel and pollack as 
did I, but again I had the best pollack of 6 lbs float fishing. 
 
Saturday morning and after yet another full Irish and farewells to our 
superb hosts Lynn & John we were on our way, arriving home after an 
uneventful journey. 
 
There is only one thing I would like to add to this article, that being to 
remind my fellow anglers just how fortunate we are here in New Zealand, 
having one of the very best trout fishing in the world at a mere fraction of 
the cost you would pay in the northern hemisphere. Plus the freedom not 
to be restricted to a small part of the river and the quality of fish, so let’s 
not get complacent we could so easily lose it. 
 
Enjoy your fishing and tight lines. 
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Christmas Crostini with Smoked Trout 
 
Smoked-trout spread and vegetables top a crostini 
wreath for an elegant start to your Christmas dinner 
 
1 pound boneless smoked trout fillets, skins removed 
4 ounces cream cheese, room temperature 
4 ounces creme fraiche 
1/4 cup prepared horseradish 
1/4 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice (about 2 lemons) 
Freshly ground pepper 
1 loaf wreath-shaped peasant bread (1 to 1 1/2 pounds) 
Extra-virgin olive oil, for brushing 
1 bunch watercress, tough stems removed 
6 ounces cherry tomatoes, halved 
1 cucumber, halved lengthwise and thinly sliced crosswise into half-
moons 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In a food processor, pulse the trout fillets 
until broken up into small pieces. In a medium bowl, whisk together the 
cream cheese, creme fraiche, horseradish, and lemon juice. Fold 
processed trout into cream-cheese mixture, and season with pepper. 

 
Using a long, serrated knife, trim off top of loaf to make level. Cut bread 
vertically into 3/4-inch-thick slices, keeping loaf intact. Brush the top of 
the loaf with oil. Transfer loaf to a baking sheet, and toast in oven until 
golden brown, about 12 minutes. Let cool. 

 
Transfer loaf, keeping shape intact, to a round serving platter or cake 
stand. Gently spread trout mixture over loaf (so it rests atop slices). 
Arrange watercress, alternating with groupings of the cherry tomato 
halves and cucumber slices on top, and serve immediately. 
 
Note: Wreath-shaped loaves of peasant bread can be found in artisanal 
bakeries and gourmet food shops. If you can't find one, simply cut out the 
center of a round loaf. 
 
Source: https://www.marthastewart.com/348846/christmas-crostini-
smoked-trout 

https://www.marthastewart.com/348846/christmas-crostini-smoked-trout
https://www.marthastewart.com/348846/christmas-crostini-smoked-trout
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Check Out Our Fly Selection - 
The Largest Range of Flies in 

The Lower North Island 
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Hutt Valley Angling Club Incorporated 
huttangler@hotmail.com 
 
President Chris Kuchel 021 036 7639 chriskuchel357@gmail.com  

Vice President Ajit Jogi 021 235 9168 ajgweru@yahoo.co.uk  

Past President Ross Goodman (04) 233 0087 rgoodman@globe.net.nz  

Secretary John Olds (04) 934 4150 johngibsonolds@gmail.com  

Treasurer Mike Nansett (04) 586 5659 mnansett@xtra.co.nz  

Committee Thomas Fichtner 021 073 6210 unibuild@hotmail.com  

 Ajit Jogi 021 235 9168 ajgweru@yahoo.co.uk  

 Chris Kuchel 021 036 7639 chriskuchel357@gmail.com  

 Colin Lewis (04) 568 2117 Cnclewis02@gmail.com  

 Trevor Jeffries  trevor.e.jeffries@gmail.com  

    

 
 

Who to contact 
 
Casting Clinics  Ross Goodman 
Buddy programme  Ross Goodman 
Club trips   Colin Lewis 
Club Competitions  Tomas Fichtner 
Newsletter Editor  Krystal Smith   
Fishing Diary Holder John Olds 
Fly Tying   Ajit Jogi 
Librarian   Ajit Jogi   
 
Club website  www.huttvalleyangling.org.nz  
Club postal address  PO Box 40135, Upper Hutt 5140 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Any articles published in this newsletter are the opinions of the author alone and do not 

necessarily represent the views of the club as a whole, or other members of the club. 
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